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THE 


 Compaxpiovs Hiskonr 
OF 


| Gorge the Farmer, Oc. 


HAr Men of inferiour Ben . 

minations, may ſometimes be 
poſſeſsd of the higheſt Vir- 
tues, and moſt eminent Quali- 
2% fications, is no way diſputable, 
and therefore unneceſſary to be proved: 
Theſe Things render a Man conſiderable in 
the World, when all other temporal Acqui- 
{itions, in a Perſon unadorn'd with thoſe 
Embelliſhments, may live in the profound 
ſecurity of being little talk'd of. 1 
IBhhis George, frequently call'd George the 
Farmer , Was born to conſiderable Lute 2 
and Livings of his own, and of a Family 
very well known in the North. He had 
beſides very large Flocks and Herds, and was 
eminent Tor a very juſt, tho” c frugal way of 
| hed Deal. 


1 2 
Dealing; and had a general Reſpect throught 


out his whole Country, 
George had hkewiſe very Rich Relations 


in the Welt, and as we have aft EAgliſb pro- 
verb, which lays, I is good to be of Kin to 


an Eſte; Time ſo diſpoſed the Succeſfion, 
as that he became the next Proteſtant Heir 


to a veiy conſiderable One, within a ſingle 


Life that then held the Polleſſion. It is very 
well known, that we have indifputed Laws 


againſt Papiſts ſucceeding to the Eſtates of 


Proteſtants ; ſo that I ſhall not need to ſay 


more on that Head. 


Not only the preſent Incumbent, but the N 


whole Mannour were in fear of a Popiſh 


Landlord, that they concurr'd in ſtrength- 
ning the Entail by all the Methods that 


could be thought of. # 
It hapned however, in \proceſs of time, = 
that the Incumbent, being incensd by ſomne 
People of wicked Inventions, That the 
Laws of Nature were very binding, and 
tho' it were true, that the Force as well 
as the Reaſon of Temporal Laws, 
| ſometimes to be regarded, yet the ties of 
Blood, and other pious Conſiderations, 
were Things which ought more abſolutely 
to ſway Us: Inferring farther, That *twas 
no great Sin to keep another out of an. Eftate, 
when it was with Deſizn to reſtore it as ſoon 
4 a proper opportunity preſented, But mhere 
it was with intent to defraud the TRUE 


H EI R, and 1 the Peſellion to 4 third 


were 
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. 
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Perſon . that LEE an , and ine xcuſable 


Sas, N 
with theſe, 500 other the I ke: prevailing 
Inſinuations, they had work'd Matters to 


ſuch a height, as had greatly intimidated 
the Poſſeſſor; inſomuch that He began to 
think there would be no room for him in 
Heaven, if he did not endeavour to reſtore 
the Poſſeſſion, at leaſt to ſecure it after his 
Death, to the next Lineal Heir, who was, 
barring the difference in Religion, of much 
nearer Kin than George on whom the Eſtate 
was ſettled. Poor Man, they had work*d him 
to ſuch a Fit of Maadlin, that he gave into 
their Hands the Power 'of doing all that 
ſhould be neceſſary to ſo good and pious a 
Work, himſelf retiring: to his Cloſet, to 
bewail the Interdition he was — 
he lay in from Heaven, in reſpect to the Poſ- 
ſeſſion he kept of the Eſtate; but much 
more in having a Hand in, and conſenting 
to, the Conveyance of it to another, who 
had a much leſs Right than him: elf in the 
way of Lineage. 

It is too long to repeat all the dane 
that attended this Affair; but thoſe who 
have Wrote with moſt certainty of thoſe 
Times, plainly make it appear, that every 
thing was near ripe, to have effaced the 
Records, and made a new ac of Setleme nt, 
(herein whether the Iacumbent ſhould 
have continued in Poſſeſſion to his Death or 
no is not certain) when to make ſhort of the 
Story, the Incumbent dropt off, B 2 Here 
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2 
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or could be the ſubject of a better Jeſt, than 


ke C4) 
Here was. a Crifis of Affairs, very well 


worth Obſerving; Thoſe who were curious 


in Inſpection were attentive which way 
Things dy turn. George had immediate 
Notice from his Friends, who invited him to 
come and take Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate ; 


whilſt the Hereditary Men were in ſuch Con- 
fuſion an the Death of the late Incumbent, 


and ſtruck with ſuch a Panick Terror, chat 
they had not Power to make the leaſt At- 
tempt in favour of their deſigned Sacceſſaur ; 
and therefore to a Man almoſt run in to the 


other ſide, each ſtriving to ſhew: himſelf 


moſt forward, and to make a Merrit of 


me wiog the greateſt 9 moſt ſincere prooſs 
of Friendſhip and Reſpect to Him, ho but 


ſome few Days before they had been labour- 


But al nothing was more. : Comical, 


to heir the mighty ſplutter they made of be- 
ing the only Men who had a Friend{hip for 


him; and if the ſole Credit of it was not 


aſcribed- to them, they became very petulent 
and angry; and on the ſame grounds expect- 
ed that the chief Favour and A 
of all, would be continu'd to them. 
They clap'd their Wings and Crow'd pro- 
tigioully at the Expectat ion of theſe Things, 


and were, as we may ſay, Cock 4 hoop, upon 
the matter. George, who was of a tena- 
| cious, Walk e Tem per, e chem no nen 
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for the preſent, to think they had leſs *Y 
tereſt than they imagined ; but no ſooner 
was he got into poſſeſſion, than he began to 
ſhew he knew his Friends from his Foes; ſu 
ſine he cleared the Mannour of them all, 
one after another, and let them ſee, that 
he Was too well acquainted with their Diſſi- 
mulation to e them 1 faxther Credit 
or Rule there. 

We may conſider how Men naturally 
Chollerick and Vindictive weuld receive 
this: They could nct ſay with the Vulgar 
Proverb, Tha: t heir Love was turm d into 
Hatred; for they never had any; but this 
Fagot clapt to their A——s, toon changed 
their Note, and they could not help ſhew- 
ing that a {nl fg fon had, lurk d under 
all their ſpecicus Pretences of Friendſhip. 
They now oppoſed him with all their mighr 
and main, and made one home eee 
have thrown him out of the Poſſeſſion, or 
at leaſt to have made him ſenſible, that their 
power was ſuch, that he ſhould. hold it no 
longer, than he was guided by them. 

They drew over the Vicar and two of 
his Curates to make an out cry among the 
People, and draw off the Rabble, for the 
Prieſts and the Mob naturally hang toge · 
ther. They gave out a hundred falſe 
Reports to blaſt his Reputation, and repre-: 
ſented; him in the moſt odious Colours poi 
ſible. They Painted bim as Black as Luci 
fry put a Great Paix * Hoon on his 9 
wit 
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with a Tail fifty Foot long, ſo that he want- 
ed nothing but a Cloven Foo-, to make 
him as meer a Devil as ever was Limn'd 
by Michael Angelo; and thus preſented. him 
to the view of the People on whom it 
wrought very terrible Impreffions. * - 

Sometimes they delineated him with a 
Head like a Dragon, ſwallowing down a 
Charch, Steeple and all , from which Hiero- 
glyphick, they took occeaſion to repreſent 
ta the People his being bred a Schiſmatick; 
and tbat having Gorg'd the Church, his 
_ Stomach had that ſtrange Virtue, to con- 
vert it into a Conventicle. A Hundred 
ſuch odd Chimera's they made uſe of to 
render him odious to the People; who, out 
. of a hair-brain'd Zeal for their Religion, 
ſuck'd in all the Poifon that the Hereditary 
Tribe adminiſtred to them; and in reju - 
dice to their own real Good, would liften to 
no Per waſions, no Remedies that were like 
to effect their Cure. 

They began to. put up heir Prayers for 
Deliverance ; crying, O Lord ! what min- 
ner of Man haſt thou ſet over Us? We 
mall an be deſtroyed, they ſay he eats live 
Children ; our Subſtance will he devourd, 
our Apples and Cream turn'd into four 
Milk; and our dear dear Church, that we 
love as we do our Lives, notwithſtanding 2 
we never come near it, fwallow'd up before 
our Faces: Ate theſe the Hleſſings we were 
to ind? Now Hyaven fend us our old Lind. 


lord 


bord again. Ah what a merry Liſe we led 
in his Days, and try umph'd over the Popiſn 
Presby terian Curs; but now. poor Church 
thou art like to go down; and the Barn to 
flouriſh: Yes, yes; our Sins are ripe for 
Vengeance: m8 4 
George, all this time, could not but ſmile 


co ſee the Ignorance of the People, who 


tho? they ſaw him daily go to Church, yet 
were ſo wilfully blind that they would not 
truſt their Eyes; but ſwore poſitively that 


he was at the Conventicle, and it was very 


much that they paid him the due Civilities 
as they paſſed by him. . 
I 0 cheriſh this Spirit in the Rabble, lt 
was inſinua:ed, that truly, their Hereditary 
Landlord, ( tho? he was brought up by the 
Pariſh, and the Charity of an old Unkle, 
and no proof remaining of his Legitimacy, 
moſt People preſuming him to be only the 
{ſpurious By-blow of a former Lord of the 
Mannour) might ſoon be as good a Church. 
man as George; for the Ceremonies of ons 
differ'd as little from the Church as the 
other; That the one was a Town-born 
Child, andthat the other came out of the 
North, and ſpoke nothing but York/bire; 
And this was infiguated ſo cunningly, that 
= ſome began to cry, it was pity it had not 
been thought on ſooner: Nay, *twas affirm u 
that he had brought ſuch a multitude of Strans 
gers with him, as would ſoon impoveriſh the 


* 


At 


Country, and eat up the fat of the Land, '. 


At other times cho gave out, that he - 
went up and down inviſibly ; that he went 
at Noon day, by a Hundred eo le to % 

ther Haggis to drink Tea; and has return d 
again thro' a Crowd of Spectators in open 
Market without ever being perceiv'd. What 
Buſimeſs he could have at Mother Heggys, 
was the Subject of further Speculation: 
3 _ *Twas given out that he came there to have 
3 his Nativity Calculated, and to enquire into 
WM future Events; and then to Eves: -drop what 
the Market-Folks faid of him. 
Sometimes they ſaid they have ſeen Him 
at his Window eating Fire; and that he 
had by his Art of Conjuring raiſed the laſt 
Grand Eclipſe. And among the reſt of 
theſe prodigious Stories, they had one ex- 
ceeded all, which if true, was a Miracle that 
may ſufficiently raiſe his Reputation; vir. 
That he would feed all his whole Family, up- 
wards of Fourty in Number; with five Half- 
penny Rolls, and two Trotters, and there 
ſhould remain Half-2-dozen Baskets of Frag- 
ments. George would have made an excel- 
lent Purveyor of an Army, to have fed the 
hungry Troops by Contract, and have ru- 
ined more Jews than the Inquiſition: | ws - 
The Country People: took moſt of theſe 
Stories for truth; Ma it was in the next 
Age made the Subject of a Bartholomew 
Droll, called The Pleaſant Hiſtory of George 
the Farmer, r the 2 Fours 1 nl 


. 
But to pirlue my Story: George, as ſoon 
as he was well ſettled ; in the Mannour, Pro- 
claimed a publick Wake, according to the 
Cuſtom of the Country : Good Chear was 
provided; and the Lads and the Laſſes 


made themſelves as Gay as poſhble to cele- 


brate the Day. There were Fiddles, Dan - 


cings Stool-Ball play, Wreſtling, Cudgel- 
g, and other Rural Paſtimes; in which 


— Honeſt and moſt Innocent ſort appeared 


greatly pleaſed , and contributed many 


merry Conceits of their own, to ſhew their 
Love to their new Landlord. But whilft 
they were thus innocently and chearfully 
diverting themſelves on a Day ſet a part for 
the ſame, ſome of the Envious and 
Tribe got together, reſolving to ſpoil their 
Mirth, which was performed- in Honour of 
one, who they had no rere ker. TREO 


mn ſome Places they broke the Fiddles 
| and Bag-pipes, inſulted the Girls and ſpoil'd 


their Dancing. In other Places they broke 


the Wreſtling-Ring, and threw dead 8 555 


among the harmleſs Country People, 


the great damage of their Sunday Kdoachs. : 


Here they hung out ſpiteful Pictures tending 


iled to adorn with ſome Device of 


ver 
Horns; for the nearer they repreſented him 


to a Devil, the more they gained their 
point with the "—_ whom they endea- 
CG  . vourd 


8K 


to _—_ their new Lord, which they ne- 


3 10 4 
vour'd to poſſeſs with all the frightful, No- 


tions poſſible againſt him. In ſome Places, 
and even in the Pariſh Church belonging 


to the Mannour, the Vicar ſecured the 
Keys of the Belfrey, to prevent the young 


Mens ſhewing their Affecton by Ringing; 


and one called Bang) ſtood at the Church- 
yard Stile, and told the People; That it was 
a Day of Sorrow and Humiliation, rather 
than of Mirth and paſtime, and adviſed 
them all to go home, and Meditate on the 
Judgment that threatned them; and not 
Waſte the Day in Jubilee : For remember, 


ſays he, that one of our former Lords, Who 


was a dear F riend to the Church, and hated 
Schiſmaticks, fell from bis Horſe, and 
broke his Neck on a piece of Timber that 


lay in the Way; and wich ſuch like Cant 


continued to hold the in Dilgourſs 
tin he was out of Breath. 


In 1 — ag they were 60 Rude, That 


_ broke Windows, ranſack'd Houſes, 


and committed Murder; and all this paſſed 
with impunity. The deluded People i 4 ma- 


ny Places catch'd the Diſtemper, and en- 


tertained ill Thoughts of honeſt George; 


which being Weekly improved by the Vicar 


and his Curates, no wonder if the People 
ſell off in their 2 to him; but as all 
was founded on Falſities and Abjarditer, ſo 


it was not like to la * i e TRENT 


The 


W 

The People had by this time imbibed 
ſuch ſtrange Notions, that there needed no 
Reafon or Arguments to perſwade them in- 
to a Belief of any Thing of this kind, ſo 
great a foree has Prejudice upon the Mind: 
Nor did the Hereditary Party loſe any oppor- 
tunity to make advantage of the Peoples 
Ignorance. They had hitherto had pretty 
good ſucceſs, and had rouz'd the Bent of 


KF the People to a rare pitch. But there was 


one Thing yet undone to touch the People. 
to the quick, and that was by inſinuating to 
them, that their Copy-holds and Leaſes 
were in Danger; That they would be obli- 
ged to give ſix years Purchaſe for renewing 
the one, and iuſtead of a Pepper corn a year 
for the other, compelled to pay ſix Shillings 
in the Pound out of the annual ſtated Rent; 
and that a general Court- Leet of the Inhabi- 
tants would ſpeedily be called, to fix this 
and other Grie vances on them, it they did 
not endeavour to prevent it, by Voting for 
ſuch as were Friends to the late Poſſeſſor, and 
then e 


lou will believe it was not the Buſineſs 

of theſe Men to Accuſe themſelves; nor 
would the People Credit it from any body 
elſe; tho' it had been apparently enough 


manifeſted to them, how They had practicd 


on the Weakneſs of the late Iacumbeut, not 
only in the waſte and havock which had 
8 C 2 „„ 


beck! Ude of the 1 by Felling the 
Timber, and Mortgaging the Rents for great 
Sums of Money. It was no matter if they 
had confounded: the whole Eſtate, ſo they 
had but left the Church fianding ; as long 
_ 8s they were pretended Friends to that, 
the ed were __ to Of w their Took 
Noun” | 


But Truth is like the 3 and will "TO 
its way through the narroweſt Receſſes, as 

ſioon as thoſe Clouds are diſpell'd which 

naturally obſcure it. The true Reaſon of 

_ raiſing theſe Clamours, was no other than 

a deſign to allarm the Village with a ſenſe 

of growing Dangers; that they ſhould not 

be at leiſure: to look back, and eſpy the 
| Rogyueries that had been afted under the late | 
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Ea George was 4 kttle buſie all this while, 
getting in his Harveſt, and need there was 
of it; for he found nothing at his coming 
but empty Barns and thin Granaries, to- 
gether with a great waſte of Timber; the 
|  - Jnclofuresrun'to Rack and Ruin, and many 
| (Tencments ready to fall to the Ground for 
| ' want cf Repairs: And whien it was talkd 
of Enquiring ſtrictly into theſe Things, 
They bid defiance to " the: Law, and talk'd 
with ſuch an»Air of Arrogance, that very 
tow almoſt ſuſpetted Ges were Guilty. | 


But 
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But George, with the Aſſiſtance of the 


| honeſt Hin 5 and Villagers, having now near 
Oonquer d his Harveſt Work, gave orders 

to his Steward to call a Court. Leet, as well 
to ſet the Affairs of the Maunaur to Ri 


* 


Rad 


as to enquire into the Rogueries that 


been lately ated, It is remarkable what 
a buſtle theſe Men made to obſtruct this; 


how they went round the Tenants Houſes, 


from Door to Door, and inſinuated, That 
nom or never, was the time to ſtand up for 


their Liberties and the Church ; if, they did 
not themſelves, adieu to their. Religion at 


leaſt. Some they cajoled by fair Speeches; 
and others influenc'd with Menaces. No 
Arts were uneſſayed to draw away the 
KNabble; and indeed they had fo far effect, 


that it ſet them in many Places to Curſe 


their Landlord Gearge, and ſay moſt ſpiteful 
Things of him: But the moſt ſerious and 
better ſort were ſcandalized at theſe Pro- 


ceedings ; for in truth they knew no reaſon 


for all theſe Clamours; nor had he done 
any Thing fince His coming to give them 
._ _ Cauſe to ſuſpect He deſigned any ill to the 
Church or them: Who, faid they, to ſome 
of the Hereditaay Mex, gave him greater | 


Encomiums at his firſt- coming than you # 


Who extolled his Virtue, His Wiſdom and 


Good Qualities more than you ? And no 


doubt would have continued it, had He 
giyen you the ſame Reins you had, to have 


Go, 


* 


— — — 0 * " 


- opened th then with ell the aſſurance 9 


"< 14) 
Govern'd «nd Aged without Comptroll. 
Had he made you Lords and Maſters of all 


the Mannour, to have Revelled the Foreſts, 
deͤeſtroyed the Game, rariſacked the Woods, | 


and enriched your felves at the expence of 


5 he; honeſt Tenants and F recholders. | 


But to be bite, after all the Wa om 


| of: the Pariſh Boy's Friends, a Court was 
choſe of ſuch- honeſt and ſubſtantial Men, 
as gave Hopes of retrieving the Credit and 
Intereſt of the Mannour, and of ſetting all 


Things to rights again; ſor the Trade of 


the Town was greatly fallen off, and the 
principal part calb'd the Cloarh Fair, was 


almoſt wholly ruined,” the Hereditary Tribe, 
during the Time they had the Management 


of the Mannour, had transferred the great - 
eſt part of it to other Places; fo that the 
Poor encreaſed, and lay Starving for want 
of Employment; and- many, whoſe Buſi- 


neſs depended on it, were fain to aban- 


don their Country: It was time to ex- 

__ - . ehim againſt George's Right and Manage- ä 

ment, when they found he deſignd to — 85 
them ſtrictly 22 for all theſe Thin gs; 

| yer they vaunted, as tho? they feared vi 


an nor Devil; arid talk d as loudly of 


3 their Innocence as the moſt enculable. 


£1 k 


At the fiſt fring of the n hey 
"_ Fj 


ble, even with ſuch Confidence as ſeemd 
to convince People they were indeed Innd- 
cent, and little was expected but that they 
ſhould mend their Manners for the future: 
But this appeared to be only outward ſhew,. 
for no ſooner did the Court fall upon the 
State of the Mannour, but their Hearts 


failed them; and Conſcious of their Guilt, 


flew ſome one way, ſome another, not 
daring to abide the Teſt of what they had 


What Confuſion appeared in the Faces of 
the Party is eaſily imagined , but the Effect 
it wrought was more wonderful: The Peo- - 
ple who had before been deluded, began to 
recover of their Stupidity, and by a Rule, 
always in efteem among the Vulgar, judg- 
ed they were Guilty becauſe they flew from 


Juſtice; and from this Application, fell in- 
to much better Sentiments of their Land- 


| lord George; whom they now began to 
Eſteem, finding that all which had been 


faid againſt him was meer Malice and Pre- 


judice. They now approached him with-. 
out Fear, and found, inſtead of the fright- 
ful Ideas given of him, that he was meer 
_ Fleſh and Blood, and at length proclaimed ' 
him one of the honeſteſt Fellows breathing, 
_ venting their Curſes now on none but his 
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